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China and America are
“competitors but not adver-

saries,” US Sen Lamar
Alexander told Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang on
Thursday, despite a spiralling
trade war and other tensions
that have pushed relations to
their lowest point in years.

The upbeat message at their
meeting in Beijing came amid
concerns that the US-China
trade dispute will drag on,
hurting company profits and
the overall US economy.
Tensions have also arisen over
China’s claims to Taiwan and
the South China Sea, allegations
of Chinese theft of commercial
secrets and accusations of med-
dling in American politics.

Coming a week ahead of
the US midterm elections, the
visit by Alexander at the head
of a seven-member delegation
of Republican senators and
congress members seemed all
the more extraordinary. All
are strong supporters of US
President Donald Trump, who
has slapped tariffs on USD 250
billion on Chinese products
and threatened much more.
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The first democratically elect-
ed president of the Maldives

returned home Thursday after
more than two years in exile to
escape a long prison term.

The plane carrying
Mohamed Nasheed from Sri
Lanka landed in Maldives’ cap-
ital, Male, where he was wel-
comed by his party members
and supporters. 

He planned to address his
supporters later Thursday.

Nasheed was sentenced to
13 years in jail in 2015 after
being convicted of terrorism for
ordering the arrest of a top
judge in 2012 while he was
president. 

His trial was criticised
internationally for lack of due
process, along with those of
many other political opponents
jailed by strongman President
Yameen Abdul Gayoom’s
administration.

He was offered asylum in
Britain when he travelled there
for medical treatment on leave
from prison.

Nasheed’s return follows
Yameen’s defeat in the
September 23 presidential elec-
tion by Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih, the candidate of
Nasheed’s Maldivian
Democratic Party.

Since Yameen’s defeat,
courts have freed or granted bail
to some of the jailed officials.
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South Korean President
Moon Jae-in said Thursday

that North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un will “soon” visit Seoul
as part of a series of high-pro-
file diplomatic efforts aimed at
ridding North Korea of its
nuclear weapons.

Moon said in a speech to
parliament that a second North
Korea-US summit is also “near
at hand” and that Chinese
President Xi Jinping is expect-
ed to visit North Korea soon. 

Moon also said he expects
Kim to visit Russia soon and
that Kim may meet with
Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe.

Moon has previously said
that Kim told him he would
visit Seoul within this year
when the leaders met in
Pyongyang, North Korea’s cap-
ital, in September.

South Korea’s presidential
office said it had nothing to add
to Moon’s speech about Kim’s
trip. His comments were in line
with previous statements, it said. 

They suggest that Moon is
determined to push ahead with
diplomacy to resolve the
nuclear issue.

“Now, based on firm trust
among one another, South and
North Korea and the United

States will achieve complete
denuclearisation and lasting
peace on the Korean
Peninsula,” Moon said. 

“This is an opportunity
that has come like a miracle. It’s
something that we should
never miss.” 

The prospects for a second
summit between Kim and US
President Donald Trump
improved after Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo made his
fourth visit to North Korea ear-
lier this month. 

But no breakthrough has
followed. US officials have
recently said a second Trump-
Kim summit will likely happen
early next year. 

Some experts have raised
doubts over whether Kim’s
Seoul trip will occur by
December.

Moon, a liberal who took
office last year, favours a nego-
tiated resolution to the
decades-long international
standoff over North Korea’s
nuclear ambitions. 

He has facilitated a series of
high-level US-North Korea
exchanges, including their first
summit in Singapore in June.

But Moon has faced grow-
ing outside skepticism over
whether his engagement poli-
cy will eventually settle the
nuclear standoff.
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Days before the crucial mid-
term elections, US

President Donald Trump has
posted a divisive campaign
advertisement on his Twitter
account which he hopes would
boost the Republican party’s
campaign.

The controversial video,
now pinned to the top of his
social media feed, blames the
Democrats for “letting in” Luis
Bracamontes - an undocu-
mented immigrant from
Mexico who killed two police
officers in Sacramento in 2014.

Bracamontes, who had pre-
viously been deported twice,
was sentenced to death for the
murders earlier this year.

The video -- produced for
the Trump campaign -- and
posted by President Trump
shows Bracamontes grinning in
court and threatening to “kill
more cops soon”. 

The ad recalls the notori-
ous “Willie Horton” campaign
ad financed by supporters of
the George H.W. Bush cam-
paign in the 1988 presidential
election. Horton was a con-
victed murderer who commit-
ted rape while furloughed
under a programme in
Massachusetts where
Democratic nominee Michael
Dukakis was governor.
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AChristian woman who was
convicted of blasphemy

and was acquitted by Pakistan’s
Supreme Court is likely to be
flown out of the country as the
landmark verdict sparked
countrywide protests and death
threats from hardline groups. 

Asia Bibi, a 47-year-old
mother of four, was convicted
in 2010 after being accused of
insulting Islam in a row with
her neighbours. She always
maintained her innocence, but
has spent most of the past eight
years in solitary confinement.

The apex court’s judge-
ment, which was pronounced
Wednesday, triggered protests
across Pakistan with protestors
led by Islamic political party
Tehreek-i-Labaik Pakistan and
other groups blocking major

highways and roads in differ-
ent parts of the country.

Bibi’s husband Ashiq
Masih has reached Pakistan
along with his family from the
UK to shift her abroad, The
News reported quoting sources.

Masih was provided com-
plete security by the law
enforcement agencies, it said.

Officials also said Bibi
might be flown out of Pakistan
due to threat to her life.

However, it was not clear
where she will go as several
countries, including Canada,
have offered asylum to her. The
timing of her release was not
been shared due to security rea-
sons. She was kept in
Sheikhupura jail near Lahore.

Bibi’s case has been deeply
divisive in Pakistan where there
is strong support for the con-
troversial blasphemy laws.

Washington: President Donald
Trump has alleged that the “far-
left media” in the US uses
tragedy to sow anger and divi-
sion in the society, saying it
spreads fake news which is the
enemy of the people.

The President, who has
been at loggerheads with sev-
eral mainstream media outlets
including CNN, ABC News,
The New York Times and The
Washington Post, has quite
often described them as “fake
media”.

Referring to his visit to the
Pittsburg synagogue where 11
people were killed, Trump said:
“Yesterday’s visit to Pittsburgh
was about coming together as
a nation to comfort and to heal.
After this day of unity and
togetherness, I came home and
sadly turned on the news and
watched as the far-left media
once again used tragedy to sow
anger and division”.

Chants of “CNN sucks”
broke out at Trump’s election
rally in Florida Wednesday
night as Trump doubled down
his attack on what he said are
the “far-left media”. PTI 
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Intensifying his pre-election
anti-immigration push,

President Trump has said he
may send 15,000 troops to the
US southern border to keep a
slow-moving caravan of Latin
American migrants from enter-
ing the country, but rejected
allegation that he was fear-
mongering on the issue.

Trump has vowed not to let
the caravan of people from
three Latin American countries
— El Salvador, Guatemala and
Honduras — enter the US. 

“We have about 5,800
(troops deployed on the bor-
der).  We’ll go up anywhere
between 10,000 and 15,000
military personnel, on top of
Border Patrol,  Immigration
and Customs Enforcement,
and everybody else at the bor-
der,” Trump told reporters at
the White House.
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President Donald Trump has
said that no constitutional

amendment was required to do
away with the birthright citi-
zenship — the process by
which babies born in the coun-
try to the non-US nationals
automatically become citizens
— as this can be done with an
executive order, bringing his
tough stance on immigration
ahead of the crucial mid-term
elections next Tuesday.

In his latest hardline immi-
gration rhetoric, the US
President had on Tuesday
expressed his intention to take
the path of executive order to
deny automatic citizenship to
children born of non-
American parents in the US,
saying the birthright citizenship
“has to end”.

“Birthright citizenship is a
very, very important subject. In
my opinion, it’s much less
complex than people think. I
think it says it very loud and
clear in the Constitution that
you don’t have to go through
the process of whatever they’re
talking about,” Trump told

reporters at the White House
on Wednesday.

“You don’t need a
Constitutional amendment for
birthright citizenship. I believe
that you can have a simple vote
in Congress or it’s even possible
— in my opinion, this is after
meeting with some very talent-
ed legal scholars — that you can
do it through an executive
order,” said the US President.

At the same time, Trump
said his first preference would
be to make the changes
through the Congress, which
would be a permanent thing. “I
would rather do it through
Congress because that’s per-
manent. But I really believe we
can do it through executive
order,” he said.

Trump said that the issue
would be ultimately decided by
the Supreme Court.

“Just so you understand, a
person comes in — was never
in our country before — has a
baby, now all of a sudden the
baby’s a US citizen. And
through chain migration and
other things, many other peo-
ple come in through the baby,
it’s ridiculous,” Trump said.

Los Angeles: A synagogue in
California was defaced with
anti-Jew graffiti, police said on
Wednesday, in an attack that
took place just days after 11
people were gunned down at a
Pittsburg synagogue.

Allen Berezovsky, presi-
dent of the board at Beth Jacob
synagogue in Irvine, south of
Los Angeles, said staff discov-
ered the vandalism in early
morning.

He told AFP the words
“(expletive) Jews” and “Jews”
were spray-painted on the white
facade of the building.

Berezovsky said security
footage showed an individual
wearing a hoodie, sunglasses
and a surgical facemask jump-
ing over the fence of the syna-
gogue around 1:18 am and
then leaving on a bicycle stolen
at the premises.

“The Irvine Police
Department and our own secu-
rity have done a full sweep of
the entire facility and nothing
was found other than the graf-
fiti,” he said in a statement to his
congregation.

“We are continuing to do
everything we can to make
our campus more secure, and
we will continue to promote the
message that we are stronger
than hate.” AFP
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President Donald Trump
said on Wednesday in a

presidential memorandum that
he had determined there was
sufficient supply of petroleum
and petroleum products for
countries to “significantly”
reduce their purchase of crude
oil from Iran, which is going
face US sanctions from
November 5.

In May, Trump had pulled
out of the 2015 landmark
nuclear deal, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) terming it as “disas-
trous”. Under the Obama-era
deal, involving five permanent
members of the United Nations
Security Council and Germany,
Iran had agreed to stop its
nuclear programme in
exchange of relief from eco-
nomic sanctions.  

Moments after coming out
the deal Trump had signed
fresh set of sanctions against
Iran and warned countries
against any cooperation with
Tehran on its controversial
nuclear weapons programme.

In his presidential deter-

mination, Trump said “there is
a sufficient supply of petrole-
um and petroleum products
from countries other than Iran
to permit a significant reduc-
tion in the volume of petrole-
um and petroleum products
purchased from Iran by or
through foreign financial insti-
tutions.”

Trump’s presidential deter-
mination, not an executive
order but a kind of directive
issued by the White House to
the members of his admin-
stration on some policy mat-
ters, comes less than 100 hours
before the deadline set by him
for countries like India to bring
its purchase of oil to zero from
Iran by November 4. 

India has expressed its dif-
ficulties in doing so given the
galloping energy needs of its 1.3
billion people. More than 80
per cent of India’s energy needs
are imported. But at the same
time, India has taken steps to
reduce its oil purchase from
Iran, which has already
declined substantially.

Recently, senior US offi-
cials were in India for talks in
this regard. However, US offi-

cials are tightlipped on the
issue.

The White House also did
not immediately responded to
question if India’s oil purchase
reductions from Iran would be
considered significant. Trump
said he will continue to moni-
tor the situation.

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo on Wednesday said,
on the Laura Ingraham Show,
that on November 5, the US
will put back in place sanctions
that will be very severe on the
leadership of Iran. He hoped
that this will convince them to
change their ways.

Pompeo, on the another
show, said that Iran was the
world’s largest state sponsor of
terror. “They were squandering
the people’s money, the Iranian
people’s money, on these silly
malign activities. And our
effort is to get them to change
that behaviour”.

State Department Deputy
Spokesperson Robert Paladino
told reporters that on
November 5, at 12:01, sanctions
that were lifted under the Iran
nuclear deal will come back
into full effect.
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Hodeida (Yemen): Over seven
million children face a serious
threat of famine in Yemen and
ending the country’s war will not
save all of them, the UN chil-
dren’s agency said.

“Today, 1.8 million chil-
dren under the age of five are
facing acute malnutrition, and
400,000 are affected by severe
acute malnutrition,” said Geert
Cappelaere, regional director
of UNICEF.

“More than half” of the 14
million people at serious risk of
famine in the impoverished
country are children, Cappelaere
told AFP late on Wednesday.

“Ending the war is not
enough,” he said, referring to a
more than three year conflict
that pits the government sup-
ported by a Saudi-led military
coalition against Huthi rebels.

“What we need is to stop the
war and (to create) a govern-
ment mechanism that puts at the
centre the people and children.

“The war is exacerbating the
situation that was already bad
before because of years of
underdevelopment” in the Arab
world’s poorest nation,
Cappelaere said.

He welcomed a call by the
UN on Wednesday to relaunch
peace talks within a month.

He said efforts to come up
with a solution in the next 30
days were “critical” to improving
aid distribution and saving lives.

Cappelaere said that over
6,000 children have either been
killed or sustained serious
injuries since 2015. AFP
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